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My Balwadi 

Written by 
Rukmini Banerji 

Illustrated by 
Sheetal Thapa 

Translated by 
Madhav Chavan 



This is my school. It is called the balwadi. 
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My brother Mannu and I go to the balwadi. 
It is a small school for little children like us. 
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We leave our shoes and slippers by the door. 
Everyone puts their shoes or slippers in a line. 
It looks good that way. 
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We leave our tiffin boxes near the wall. 
Some boxes are big. Others are small. 
Water bottles are hung on the wall. 
The bottles are of different colours. 
Red, blue, green, yellow.... 
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I like to count. 

Mannu plays with blocks and puts different 

shapes together. 

He likes to play with beads. 

I like the cards with dots. 

Our teacher says playing with these toys is 

good for the brain. 
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We read books. Some books have pictures. 
The teacher helps us to learn the letters. 
She says I will read soon because 
I can recognize all the letters. 
I can also read sentences. 
She does not know it. 
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Now it is time for stories. 

Our teacher has puppets. 

The teacher uses the puppets to tell us stories. 

The puppets speak in a funny voice. 
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My friends think that the puppets can speak. 
They are surprised. But I am not. 
Puppets do not talk. 

I know that it is the teacher who speaks in 
a funny voice for them. 
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It is now time to play. 

The school has a tub with some play dough. 
Mannu likes to make shapes out of the dough. 
I like to make fruits, toys and other things. 
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At 4 o'clock, the school bell rings. 

My mother comes to take us home. 

I hug her first. Mannu does not like that. 

He complains. 

I have fun at school. 

But going home is more fun. 
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Read India 




Pratham Books was set up in 2004, as part of the Read India movement, a nation-wide 
campaign to promote reading among children. Pratham Books is a not-for-profit 
organization that publishes quality books for children in multiple Indian languages. 
Our mission is to see "a book in every child's hand" and democratize the 
joy of reading. If you would like to contribute to our mission, 
please email us at info@prathambooks.org. 





Rukmini Banerji loves writing books 
for children. She works for the 
organization 'Pratham'. 



Sheetal Thapa works for the education of children 
and likes to write stories for children. She has 
worked for the organization, 'Pratham'. 



Children always like to share their experience with others. 
My Balwadi shows how enjoyable that can be. 
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Learning to read - level by level. This is a Level 2 book. 
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words and can 
ead new words 
ith help 
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